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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 8-16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 8 recites "the other end" in the last line which lacks proper antecedent basis. 
Claim 8 recites "the casing" in the last line. It is unclear whether the "motor casing" or 

"reducer casing" is being referred to. 

Claim 18 recites "the ventilation passage". It is unclear which ventilation passage is being 

referred to because both the rotor and mounting flanges have ventilation passages. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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4. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S;C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Christian 
(US2540099). 

Christian teaches a roller body 3 of a motorized roller, a motor 1 disposed inside the 
roller body 3, the motor 1 being housed in a motor casing 52, a reducer 2 which is disposed 
inside the roller body 3 and reduces the rotation of the motor 1, the reducer 2 being housed in a 
reducer casing, and a rotor 15 which is disposed inside the roller body 3, and connected with the 
reducer 2 and the roller body 3 to transmit power of the reducer 2 to the roller body 3, wherein a 
reaction force to the driving force of the roller body is able to be received, via the motor casing 
and the reducer casing, by an external member 28 which fixes the motor casing and the reducer 
casing so that rotations of the casings are prevented, and a ventilation passage 25 is formed in the 
rotor in an axial direction, wherein mounting flanges 22,23 that have a substantially circular plate 
shape and are capable of relative rotation with respect to the roller body 3 are provided at both 
ends of the roller body 3, and ventilation passages 25 are formed in the mounting flanges 22,23 
in the axial direction. The ventilation passage is obliquely formed relative to the axial direction 
of the rotor 15. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 8-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Christian in 
view of Mackmann (US2436930). 

Christian teaches the invention cited above with the exception of having an air passage 
for guiding air in an axial direction from one end of the reducer to the other end is formed in an 
outer peripheral surface of the casing for the reducer. 

Mackmann teaches an air passage 48 for guiding air in an axial direction from one end of 
the reducer 38 to the other end and is formed in an outer peripheral surface of the casing 38 for 
the reducer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the 
invention, to have provided the invention of Christian with an air passage for guiding air in an 
axial direction from one end of the reducer to the other end is formed in an outer peripheral 
surface of the casing for the reducer, in light of the teachings of Mackmaim, in order to cool the 
reducer during operating conditions. 

Regarding claim 9, it is noted that Mackmann also teaches a motor casing having air 

r 

passage 47. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
of the invention, to have provided the invention of Christian with an air passage, in light of the 
teachings of Mackmann, in order to effectively cool the motor during operating conditions. 

Christian teaches an air passage 25 or 58 formed in an inner peripheral surface of the 
roller body. 
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Response to Arguments 



7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 8-18 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marc Jimenez whose telephone number is (571) 272-4530. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on (571) 272-4526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If . you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 57L-272-1000. 



MJ 

2-10-07 




/ MARC JIMENEZ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



